Introduction
The American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition (A.S.P.E.N.) is a scientific society whose members are healthcare professionals-physicians, dietitians, nurses, pharmacists, other allied health professionals, and researchers-who are dedicated to improving patient care by advancing the science and practice of nutrition support therapy. A.S.P.E.N. envisions an environment in which every patient receives safe, efficacious, and high quality patient care.
A.S.P.E.N. has developed these standards as general guidelines for registered pharmacists involved in providing nutrition support therapy. These "Standards of Practice for Nutrition Support Pharmacists" represent an update of a similar set of standards from A.S.P.E.N. that were published in 1999.
1 A.S.P.E.N. has published Pharmacists Standards since 1987.
A.S.P.E.N. defines standards as a "benchmark representing a range of performance of competent care that should be provided to assure safe and efficacious nutrition care." 2 Standards are documents that define the structure needed to provide competent care. They usually outline in detail professional responsibilities as they relate to patient assessment, education, care plan development, implementation, clinical monitoring, evaluation, and professional issues. A.S.P.E.N. publishes discipline-based (e.g., physician, dietitian, nurse, pharmacist) and practice-based (e.g., adult hospitalized patients, pediatric hospitalized patients, home care, long-term care) standards.
These Standards of Practice for the NSP do not constitute medical or other professional advice and should not be taken as such. The information presented in these standards is not a substitute for the exercise of judgment by the healthcare professional. These standards have been reviewed and approved by the A.S.P.E.N. Clinical Practice Committee and Board of Directors.
The mission of the pharmacist is to provide pharmaceutical care which is the direct, responsible provision of medication-related care for the purpose of achieving definite outcomes that improve a patient's quality of life. 3 Nutrition support pharmacy is a specialty that focuses on optimizing nutrition support therapy outcomes. The NSP works collaboratively with other disciplines in a variety of settings along the continuum of care and across all developmental stages. The practice of nutrition support pharmacy varies with the individual pharmacist's position and practice environment. The scope of practice may include but is not limited to: direct patient care; consultation with other healthcare professionals including entrepreneurial/industry; education of patients/caregivers, students, colleagues, and the public; oversight of the compounding and delivery of safe and effective parenteral nutrition formulations; participation in research activities and performance improvement; and administrative functions. Traditional roles for the NSP may include working as a member of an interdisciplinary nutrition support service or team. Due to the variation of NSP roles, clinical practice may not apply to all pharmacists as some may not practice in a patient care environment, hence the use of "may" in the clinical practice standards. 
